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Digests of Current Reviews 


Two_on the Aisle-Mark Hellinger, 7/19/51. Critical greetings extended to Dolores 
Gray and a welcome home for Bert Lahr, stars of Arthur Lesser's new musical revue, by 
all of the daily critics. Gray was dubbed by most as the best new singing talent 
Since Ethel Mermane Music by Jule Styne, book and lyrics by Adolph Green and Betty 
Comden were rated from fair to perfect. All loved lavish costumes by Joan Personette 
and sets by Howard Bay. Elliott Reid won salutes, as did dancing of Colette Marchand. 
Two dissenters didn't think Lehr and Gray were enough to overcome weak material. 
Guernsey, Herald-Tribune, found most if it mediocre foolishness, while Chapman, News, 
hopes Santa brings some good material to Lahr for Christmas. Revue, which is named 
after the Post drama column by Watts, was called the best girlie revue in town by 
Coleman. Winchell, tacking on a one sentence review at the end of Coleman's, classed 
it as e “four orchid showe" Morehouse, World Telegram & Sun, and Watts, weren't im- 
pressed by the ballet numbers. Abe Burrows’ overall direction was termed perfect. 


New York Critics in London & Paris 


Three Americen musicéls are going strong in England, reports Lansdale, Cuee Kiss 
Me Kete, Carousel and Oklahoma are winning friends for American musicals, The first 
two are settled for runs in London, while Oklahoma is touring the provinces...Clurman, 
New Republic, considers the controversial Alec Guinness’ Hamlet as the most rational 
he ever saws This made it hardly worth whilee The Olivier-Leigh Caesar and Cleopatra 
seemed to be a timid production, while their version of Antony and Cleopatra is too 
similer to the former...In Paris, Clurman lists Sartre's The Devil and God as a failure 
because its situations are artificiel illustrations and the mood created is lifeless. 
Like most French plays, the work is about life, but outside it. George Simenon's The 
Snow Wes Dirty is effective because it avoids any explicit moral statement. 


Strawhat Tryouts 


The Little Screwball, Walt Anderson's new comedy starring Walter Abel and Edward 
Gargan, debuted at Westport, Conn, Playhouse. Vern, Variety, and Stern, Show Business, 
marked it as a good first try by a playwright to watche Theatre Guild was urged not 
to try this one on Broadway..Mirror, Mirror, adaptation of GeBeStern's "The Back Seat” 
by George Oppenheimer started its summer trek at Westhampton, LI, Playhouse with a 
cast headed by Kay Francis. Hobe, Variety, considers it dubious Broadway material, 
though passable for resort theatres...American premiere of Somerset Maugham's Loaves 
and Fishes et White Barn Playhouse, Westport, praised as light and enjoyable entertain- 
ment by Stern. 


Editoriel Pros & Cons 


Gentleness in print, friendship in deed are the characteristics which endeared 
Ashton Stevens and Kelcey Allen to theatre fans and professionals. The two elder cri- 
tics of Chicago Herald-American and Women’s Wear Daily died within one week of each 
othere Both were femous for their anecdotes and for their warm friendships on both 
sides of the curtain. As a new acquaintance who knew Allen for less than @ year, we 
will always cherish his encouragement and advicee The critical breed isn’t known for 
its gentle heart. They will be long remembered. 
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le NY Times 11. Women’s Wear Daily 21. Freeman 


2. NY Herald Tribune 12. Wall Street Journal 22. Commonweal 
3e NY News 13. Journal of Commerce 23. Cue 
4. WY Mirror 14. George Jean Nathan 24 Chre Science Monitor 
NY Compass Ward Morehouse Sate Review Lit. 
6. NY Post 16. Morning Telegraph 26. Newsweek 
Te NY Journal American 17. Variety 27- Time 
8. World Telegram & Sun 18, Billboara 28. Nation 
9. Brooklyn Pagle 19. Theatre Arts 29e New Republic 

10. Newark News 20. New Leader 30. New Yorker 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hits. “So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for - 
an entertaining or stimulating eveninge Unless otherwise noted critics voted “proe” 


AFFAIRS OF STATE-9/25/50. = Cont 1-6-9-10-11-12-14-15=19-20-22-24-25=26-29. 
Nones 1621-23-28, 

Cons 18=19-28=29,. So-So3 3e Nones 16-21. 

Cons 6-28. So-Sos 1418-22-23. Nones 21-25. 
Cons 28. 

Cons 28. Nonet 19-21. 


CALL ME MADAM-10/12/50. 
GENTLEMEN PREFER 


GUYS AND 4/50. 
THE KING AND 


& 


THE MOON IS BLUE=3 Cons 14-19. Nonet 21-25-28, 

OKLAHOMA=3/29/51. Nonet 

THE ROSE TATTO0-2/3/51,. Cont Nones 12-20-22. 

SEASON IN THE SUN-9/28/50. Cont 9-11-20-24-28, So-So# 10. Nones 
1 =-2l. 

SEVENTEEN~-6/22/51. - Cont Nones 19=20-21-25-29,. 

_ SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49. Cons 27. So-Sot 23. 
None’ 
STALAG 17-5/8/51. = Cont 4-20-23-28-30. So-Sos 3. Nones 19-21. 


A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN=4/19/51. = Cont Nones 15<19-21. 


Eighth Annual Donaldson Awards, sponsored by “The Billboard," are final and most 
important awards of the season. They are selected on the results of voting by members 
of the theatre profession. Every one taking part in the making of a Broadway theatre 
season is entitled to vote. Representatives of actors, actresses, producers, critics, 
dancers, Actors Equity, Chorus Equity, press agents, stage managers, treasurers, stage- 
hands, scene designers and costume designers participate. 


Claude Rains and Uta Hagen were selected as giving the best performances of the 
season in Darkness At Noon and The Country Girl respectively. While Yul Brynner, The 

King and I, and Shirley Booth, A Tree Grows In Brooklyn, were picked for best perforn- 
ances in musicalse Darkness At Noon was named best play of season, and Guys and Dolls 
best musicale 


Other awards included: Best ‘First Play’-Billy Budd...Best Direction-Daniel Mann, 
The Rose TattooeeeBest Supporting Actor-Fli Wallach, The Rose Tattoo..eBest Supporting 
Actress-Phyllis Love, The Rose Tattoo..esBest Debut Actor-Denholm Plliott, Ring Round 
the MooneeeBest Debut Actress-Dominique Blancher, School for Wives..oBest Scenic De- 
signs for Play-Frederick Fox, Darkness At Noon...Best Costume Designs for Play-tie be- 
tween Oliver Messel, Romeo and Juliet and Castillo, Ring Round the Moon. 


* Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ° q 


LEGIT 2051...Theatres and sports stadiums will be filled with spectators 100 years from 
now, Bruce Robertson, Broadcasting, predicts. His opinions, together with those 
of other TV critics, were placed in WOR-TV time capsule to be opened in 2051. The 

editor forecasts that movie houses will disappear. 


NOT ENOUGH...Criticizing Columbia University’s lack of theatre activity has brought 
many letters, pro and con, to Coleman, Mirror. While he admits the School of Dra- 
matic Arts presents four plays a year, this is not enough. Glenn Hughes’ Univer- 

sity of Washington drama shop runs three theatres full time. The critic will re- 

port on his visit to Columbia, his alma mater. 


COLUMN TIPS...Dolores Gray is peeved because her named in Two on the Aisle is only 66 
and two-thirds per cent the size of Bert Lahr’s, not the 80 per cent promised in 
contract, reveals Lait...A producer and manager worried over announcement by 21 
year old Jay Robinson that he will star in and produce his play which concerns 
their efforts to “take” him, whispers Farrell. 


KIND WORDS...ANTA has done something intelligent in naming as tasteful, imaginative and 
progressive a producer as Robert Whitehead as managing director of the ANTA play 
series, writes Watts, Post. 


FALLIBLE CRITICS...Drama reviewers are fallible human beings, just like average people, 
comments Sheaffer, Bagle.e He expects some red faces among the critics as a re- 
sult of the "CD" feature digesting reviews of past hits. 


BARRYMORE BLUEBSe.eRice, Post, wishes that John Barrymore, Jre had accompanied him on 
trip to Lutherville, Md., Playhouse production of The Hasty Heart. There he 
would have seen the responsive glow of human compassion the play brings to the 
audience. The young actor cancelled his theatre debut in the play at an Illinois 
summer theatre because he was “scared.” Rice reminds him that he can't learn 
anything about the theatre by running away. 


CUT RATE CLUB..eRobert Elliott has formed “The Cut Rate Theatre Club” at 230 West 41st 
Street, New York City. For $1.00 he provides a membership card plus a bulletin 
telling which theatres offer reduced price tickets. Sylvester, News, sees this 
as a sure sign the dog days are heree Such & plan could only work in the summer 
time; in winter the theatre owner demands too high a gross to permit such 
operations. 


CRITICS OBITS...Unexpected passing of Kelcey Allen, following Ashton Stevens and 
Willie Priory, is morbid confirmation of the old superstition that death and 
tragedy travel in threesomes, notes Gardner, Herald-Tribune. Morehouse, WT&S; 
Wilson, Post; Chapman, News and Gardner, are sure that Allen will be remembered 

as long for his warm friendships as he is for his famed bon mots. 


° Theatre News Round Up ° 


Shows that closed include Gramercy Ghost and Kiss Me Kate...William Priory, for 
27 years drama editor of NY Sun, died after a long illness at age 43...Zolotow, Times, 
on vacatione.seKerr, Commonweal, writing book covering staging of plays in theatre 
history..eGardner, Herald-Tribune, to visit West Coast...Robert Whitehead named manag~ 
ing director of ANTA play series...Ticket code talks postponed until next monthe.eMike 
Todd named musical director for Jones Beach, LI, Stadium programs in 1952.+.$570,000 
lost in closing of Make A Wish and Courtin’ Time...Variety notes that 139 of 140 legit 
shows failed to make the grade in five years on West Coast, exception was Lend An Bar. 
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JUDY RATNER...The Rose Tattoo actress, age nine, spends her spare moments backstage 
learning from the stars and studying Shakespeare with Daisy Belmore, age 77, she told 
MBS Sardis. The youngster plans to continue in the theatre as an actress and interpre- 
tive dancer. 


ARTHUR LESSEReeeTwo on the Aisle producer considers his director Abe Burrows a 
"Lloyd’s of London" on laughs, Rice, Post, discovered. He picked him because he be- 
lieves a radio and TV comedy writer should know how to make material fall on the stage. 
Burrows and Lesser agree that there is no such thing @s genius in the theatre; only 
hard work. 


ROBERT PRESTONeeeRecent star of Twentieth Century came East to replace Jose Ferrer 
in the comedy because he wanted to do some real acting again, WNBT Ben Grauer learned. 
The movie star, who has been specializing in westerns admits that such talent must be 
shared with the horsee Preston, who has been on the stage since age ten, acted several 
seasons with a Shakespeare repertory company. 


The Guardsmen, the Molnar play which presented Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne for 
the first time as an acting team, opened as the first play of the Theatre Guild season 
at the Gerrick Theatre on October 13, 1924. Directed by Phillip Moeller, with sets by 
Jo Mielziner, the supporting cast featured Dudley Digges, Helen Westley, Edith Meiser, 
Phillip Loeb and Kathryn Wilson. 


Critics generally rated players, play and production perfect. Alexander Woollcott, 
Sun, expressed view of majority when he called it gay and piquant, a truly satisfying 
evening with performances of finesse, buovance and understanding. The acting team, he 
forecast, may be as distinguished a theatre partnership as Henry Irving and Bllen 
Terry. Sisk, Variety, thought the production could be moved uptown and turned into @ 
hite Pro reviewers included Percy Hammond, Herald=-Tribune; John Anderson, Pest; 
Heywood Broun, Worlds; Gilbert Gabriel, American; F.We Osborn, Evening World; Joseph 
Wood Krutch, Netion; and the critic of Time magazine. Stark Young, Times, enjoyed the 
performance, but didn’t think either the acting or the writing was distinguished. 


Chief dissenter was American Mercury's George Jean Nathan who had seen the Molnar 
play four times in three different countries. While Lunt’s performance was passable, 
he just couldn't stand Fontanne. Her performance was thoughtless and injudicious; 
plus the fact that she unfortunately possessed a set and changeless smile. Arthur 
Hornblow, Theatre, thought it succeeded in being only facetiously and cynically amus- 
inge While Robert Litell, Theatre Arts, believed that the cast made the sloppily built 
play seem better than it really was. 


Apollo Theatre, Harlem, to introduce Broadway plays this summer...eMusic Box Theatre 
being repeinted at night...A film on the life of Shakespeare is in planning stagesece 
Originals Only production of Dakota will tour Air Force bases in eight stagese..Two 
thousand photographs of Off Broadway productions presented to NY Public Library by 
Frederick HocheeeNew York chapter of Shaw Society of America held meeting at Algonquin 
Hotel.eeColeman, Mirror, printed thank you note of Dick Odren, Ward 14, Veterans Hos- 
pital, Willow Road, Palo Alto, California, for many theatre books his readers have 
forwarded..seAbner Klipstein, press agent, plays leading role in Falmouth, Mass, Play- 
house production of The Petrified Forest. 


° Digests of Past Hits ° 
Legit Stuff ° 


